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externalizing his persecution dread, his fear of the bad breast
biting him, as he had bitten it, his fear of his brother's vengeful
fury as well as of the retaliating mother, retaliating for what he
wanted to do to the baby inside her. By letting me pull him towards
me with the rope over and over again he not only externalized
this dread of persecution, but reassured himself against it. He
did not lose me or get eaten up or castrated. I could pull him
towards me but did not injure him.
In this way he was also representing me as his super-ego. I had
to do the guiding and controlling to keep him safe, and he proved
over and over again that I would do so. At one and the same time
he said in this play that it was my fault that he was so helpless, and
that I must take care of him and Ije responsible for his safety as
well as for him. In this way I stood both for his id and for his
super-ego*
Finally, in this masochistic play he dealt with the internal
situation of his ego in its helplessness against both his id and his
super-ego. He externalized this feeling of helplessness and turned
it into a pleasure, libidinizing it through bodily sensations. In
other words he was proving himself in full control, able to get
pleasure for himself, by staging the play, even though the nature
of the play itself was so helpless and masochistic. He really
controlled me and his internal situation at one and the same time.
Masochistic tendencies in which anxiety situations are sexualized
are themselves but one variety of the manic defence.
Now the boy's actual behaviour with his brother in his external
life at home showed how strong was his defensive need to control
the brother's acts and wishes all the time. If the younger boy
was asked whether he would have anything, the elder answered for
him: "Yes, Rob will do so-and-so", "No, Rob doesn't want
so-and-so". Partly as a result of this the younger child at three
years of age did not talk yet, although he was certainly intelligent.
The elder answered for him in every situation. This answering
for the little brother had itself a complex significance. On the
one hand he was saying: "My brother can talk, listen to him53*
That is to say, his speaking for the brother was restorative, giving
him speech magically, much better speech than he could have
had naturally. The elder boy was thus also acting as a super-ego
for the little brother, saying that he must talk properly or not
at all. On the other hand, he also prevented the little brother from
speaking, thus showing his own hatred and wish to castrate the